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Prophet Feremiah's 
RESOLUTION 

To get him unto Great Men, and 
to ſpeak unto them, | 


Conſidered and Applied : 
IN 


ASERMON 
Delivered at the publick Lecture in 
B OST O N, 


November 21. 1734. 


Before His Ex c 1.1 xn c ythe GOVERNOUR, 
and the GENERAL Courr. 


By John Hancocl, A. M. 


— — 


Senior Paſtor of the Church of CHRIST in Texington. 
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N. B. Partly for brevity fake, and partly thro' the — 
of an old man's memory, ſome things were omitte 
in the delivery of this Sermon, which are now added 
in the Publication, tho* they are but few. 
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The LORD's Prophets are 
to ſpeak unto Great Men. 


JEREMIAH V. 5. 


3 T will get me unto the Great Men, and wid 
ſpeak unto them. 


„N the days of the miniſtry of this 
OG, Prophet Feremiab, God's people 
were guilty of a grievous apoſta- 

'S CY» and the corruption had made 
ſuch a general ſpread thro' the 
Land, that few had eſcaped ir. 
| Therefore the Prophet is direct- 
ed of God to go thro* the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, 
and to ſeek in the broad places thereof, and ſee 
if he could find a man, if there were any that 
executed Judgment, and ſought the Truth : 
| There were ſome indeed that made a goodly pro- 
feſſion, and kept up a form of religion; they ſay, 
be Lord liveth; but the all- ſeeing God, whoſe 
eyes are upon the truth, did ſee their hypocriſy, 
and that they only ſeemed to be religious, but 
| were 
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were really ſtrangers unto the power of godlineſs : 
and it was an addition unto their guilt, that they 
hared to be reformed, their obſtinacy under di- 
vine correction was a notorious demonſtration of 
it; for it is ſaid in ver. 3. Thou baſt ſmitten them 
but they have not grieved, thou baſt conſumed them, 
but they have refuſed to receive correction; they haus 
made their faces harder than a rock, they refuſtd to 
return. | - 


In the Prophet's inquiſition for truth, or for 
ſuch as were truly godly, he goes firſt among the 
poorer ſort, to ſee if he could find a man a- 
mong them, but he could find none. Sometimes 
there is more ſerious religion among the poor, 
than among the rich ; the pooreſt of the flock, 
are the richeſt in grace. But it was not ſo here. 
He found nothing but ignorance, irreligion, and 
folly among them: Then I /aid, ſurely theſe are 
poor, they are fooliſh, they know not the way of the 
Lord, nor the judgments of their God. I will get 
one unto the great men, and will fpeak unto them. 
He hoped to find things better among them : 
Surely they have known the way of the Lord c. 
They are not ſo fooliſh and ignorant as the other, 
they know more, and do better : But behold 
the contrary. 'The poor were bad, and theſe 
were worſe. The inferior people were ignorant 
and ungodly ; and men of a higher rank, the rich 
men and the great men were more ſo, they had 
altogether broken the yoke and burſt the bonds. 
'Thus as the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, Men of low degree 
were vanity, and men of high degree were a lie, 
if laid in the balances together, and weighed as 
to any true religion they had, they were lighten 
than vanity. 


That 
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That which is under our preſent confideration 
is, the Prophet's determination or reſolution to 
go unto the Great men and ſpeak unto them. 


Eminency in grace makes men truly great, it 
makes men great in the eyes of the Lord; but 
this was not the greatneſs here nieanr, for there 
was but little of this among them. There is an 
outward worldly greatneſs, a greatneſs in reſpect 
to riches. Thus [/aac grew till he was very great, 
Gen. 20. 13. And there is a greatneſs of power 
and authority. Thus the Prince of Grecia, 
Daniel's he-goat, as he is called, waxed vety great 
in extent of power & dominion. So we read of 
the great men,& the rich men,& the mighty men, 
and the chief captains, in Rev.6.15. 'Theſe the Pro- 
phet means, and of ſuch he ſpeaks when he ſays, 
JT will get me unto the great men, and will ſpeak unto 
them. And without any deſign to offend or flat- 
ter any of the great men of the Congregation, I 
would ſpeak a few things unto them from theſe 
words, under this general head, viz. 


That the Lord's Prophets muſt take proper oppor- 
tunities, to ſpeak unto great men as well as unto 
others, about their duty. 


I will ſpeak unto the great men; About what? 
Not about matters of ſtate, but religion. Not 
about their farms or their merchandize, but about 
their ſouls. Not about ſuch things as are meerly 


temporal, but about the things that are ſpiritual 
and eternal, 


The Lord's Prophets are to be remembrancers 
to them of their duty ; to tell them what they 
muſt do to be ſaved ; to ſpeak to them that they 

may 
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y know the way of the Lord, and ander- 
ſtand the Judgments of their God. 


Prophets 


Two things may here be conſidered. 


I. Why great men muſt be ä to as well 
as others ? 


x 


II. What may be ſaid to them > 
I. Why muſt they be ſpoken to ? - 


1. Great men are a part of a miniſter's charge, 
and muſt be addreſs'd to at proper ſeaſons, and 
on proper occaſions. 


The miniſters of Chriſt are to take heed unto 
all the flock over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made them the overſeers ; and the great men in 
ſome congregations make up a conſiderable part 
of the flock. 


Sometimes miniſters have a e call to 
go and ſtand before great men, before kings and 
governours, and to ſpeak to them in the name 
of the Lord. There is ſome ſpecial ſervice for 
God, or his people, which they are to be reminded 
of. They have ſome particular meſſage from 
God to deliver to them; as Ehud had unto Eglon, 
and they muſt not ſhun to deliver it, as they | 


would be faithful unto God and unto men. 


Thus the Prophets of God had an expreſd 
commandment from the Lord of Hoſts, to ſpeak 
unto princes, and rulers, and the heads of the 
tribes. So God ſays to the Prophet, Go down to 


the bouſe of the king of Fudab, and ſpeak there 3 
wes 
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word, and ſay, bear the word of the Lord, Jer. 
22. 1. So Meſes addrefles the Princes of the con- 
gregation by the direction of the Lawgiver, and 
is ſometimes ſent unto Pharaob to ſpc ak unto him. 
So, Exod. 7. 15. Get thee unto Pharaob in the mor u- 
ing, and ſay, the Lord God of the bebreus hath ſent 
me unto thee, | 


2. Becauſe none of them are too great to be 
ſpoken to about their duty. 


It is the greateſt pride and vanity that can be, 
for any to think themſelves too great to be 
ſpoken to about their duties to perform, or a- 
bout their ſins and their faults that they may a» 
mend them. However, miniſters muſt ſpeak to 
them in the name of the Lord, whether they will 
hear, or whether they will forbear, | 


It was the pride of Pharaob's heart to think 
himſelf too great to be admoniſhed by /e and 
Aaron abour his duty. When they came to him, 
and ſaid, Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, let my 
people go that they may ſacrifice unto me inthe wilder- 
nes: He inſolently replies, bo is the Lord that T 
Should obey bis voice to let Iſrael go, I know net the 
Lord, neither will I JetIſracl go. It no ways becomes 
any men to talk ſo exceeding proudly, nor to 
ſuffer ſuch arrogancy to- proceed out of thelr 
mouths. It had been a greater decency in that 
Egyptian king to have treated the meſſengers of 
the Lord of hoſts with more veneration and re- 
ſpect, and to have paid that deference to them 
as the king of Moab did unto Ehud, when he 
came to him and ſaid, I have @ meſſage from Cod 
unto thee ; the king out of reverence to the meF- 
ſenger or to the divine meſſage, aroſe out of his 
ſeat. 
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3. Great men ought to know the way of the 
Lord, and underitand the judgments of their 
God, as well as others. 


It is of the greateſt neceſſity unto them, to 
know the way of peace, and the divine counſels 
and methods of grace, that they may not be de- 
ſtroyed for lack of knowlege. They ſhould alſo 
underſtand the judgments of their God, whether 
they be judicia operis that are here meant, the 
judgments of his hands, or judicia oris, the judg- 
ments of his mouth. 


They may be men in authority themſelves, 
and have ſervants under them, but they ſhould 
remember that they alſo have a maſter in hea- 
ven, and that they ought to do obeiſance unto. 
him ; they ſhould know their maſters will and 
do it ; and they muſt be told what it is that the 
Lord doth require of them, even 0 do juſtly, and 
love mercy, and walk bumbly with their God. That 
they muft bow the knee unto the moſt high, and 
mutt not think themſelves too great to worſhip 
and bow down, yea kneel before the Lord their 
maker. 'They muſt not think much to ſubmit 
unto every ordinance of God ; to worſhip him 
in the publick aſſemblies, and to worſhip him in 
their families. Jaſhua was a great man, captain 
general of all the armies of Iſrael ; and yet he 
ſays, As for me and my bouſe, we will ſerve the 
Lord. And they ought not only to know the 
way of the Lord themſelves, but to teach their 
houſholds the way of the Lord alſo. Abrabam 
was a great man, and yet God fays of that man, 
T know Abraham, that be will command bis children, 
and bis houſbold after him, to keep the way of the 

Lord. And they ſhould not think themſelves 
| above 
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above reproof, and admonition, when there is 


occaſion for it ; but ſhould receive it with meck- 
neſs and fear: tho' prudence and diſcretion mult 
dire& theſe admonitions ; for it is not meet, in 
a rude and malapart manner, to ſay to a ru- 
ler, Thou art wicked, or to princes, ye are unge diy. 


3. Great men are not always wiſe. 


So ſaith Elihu, Job 32. 9. Great men are not 
always wiſe, nor do the aged underſtand judgment, 
therefore I ſaid, bearken unto me. 


In the original it is read thus, Great men are 
not wiſe : But for as much as ſome great men 
have been famous for wiſdom, therefore our 
tranſlators to qualify the ſenſe and meaning of 
the propoſition, have inſerted the word always, 
and ſo put it in a differing italick character in our 


- Bibles, to ſhew it was not in the Hebrew; and 


in this reſtrained and qualified ſenſe, it is a great 
truth, that great men are not always wiſe ; 
whether it be meant of divine, or political wiſ- 
dom. 


For firſt, Great men are not always good : it 
would be well, it would be happy for all ſtates 
and governments if they were. Indeed they 
ought to be good, yea to be the beſt of men, 
yet many times they are the worſt, ſcourges to 
the world, and the plagues of mankind. See 
what this Prophet ſays in this verſe of the great 
men in Jeruſalem, They have altogether broken 
the yoke, and burſt the bonds; broke looſe from 
all the ſacred bonds and ties they were under 
unto God. So how often do great men forget 


their obligations to their maker, act as if thev 
B 2 had 
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had loſt all ſenſe of decency and vertue ; they 
neither fear God, nor regard man ; they are 
bold in fin, and glory in their ſhame ; they ſhould 
be told, ſuch glorying is not good. 'The apoitle 
James tells them ſo, Je rejvyce in your boaſting, 
all ſuch rejoycing is evil, 


Nor ſecondly, are they always wiſe in a po- 
litical ſenſe, Indeed they had need be always 
wiſe, for they have great truits committed unto 
them, great buſineſs lying upon their hands, 
affai:s of ſtate and government, which are full 
of i1.tricacy and perplexity ; they had need be 
wiſe as an angel of God to diſcern both time and 
judgment: like the men of [ſachar, who had un- 
deritanding in the times, to know what Iſrael 
ought to do. 


Yet ſometimes they manage as if God had de- 
prived them of wiſdom. Their -advancement 
unto poſts of honour does not infallibly carry an 
entail of wiſdom along with it. There may be 
ſuch a thing as an old and fooliſh King. 80 
men riſe in their eſtates, but their folly remains 
with them. Nabal had great poſſeſſions, but as 
his name was, ſo was the man. Nabal was his 
name, and folly was with. him. By the mien of 
their deportment it is evident, that wiſdom was 
not born with them ; and we preſume that upon 
their demiſe, wiſdom ſhall not die with them. 
Well did Solomon ſay, Wiſdom is good with an in- 
beritance, Eccl. J. 11. And the marginal note as 
it ſtands in our bibles gives an emphaſis to ir, 
Wiſdom is as good as an inheritance, and better 
£00, 


5. Great 
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5. Great men if they could be perſwaded to 


be wiſe and good, would prove ſingular bleſſings 


to the church, and to the world. 


What great good may a wiſe and good ruler 
do unto a people? A whole government will 
fare the better for him. When Mordecai the Jeu 
was made next unto the king in dignity and au- 
thority, it is ſaid of him, that he was great am 
the Tews, and accepted of the multitude of bis bre- 
thren, ſeeking the welfare of his people, and ſpeaking 
peace wnto all their ſeed, Eſth. 10. 3. And when 
very worthy deeds are done unto a people by 
their providence, it ſhould be accepted always 
with all thankfulneſs both unto God and unto 
them. 


And what good may men of great fortunes, as 
we ſay, do with their eſtates, if God give them 
a heart to it: they ſhould be ſpoken to about it; 
that they may lay ſuch pious and uſeful founda- 
tions, for which future generations may cal> them 
blefſed : And when they have done good in Iſ- 
rael both towards God, and towards his houſe, to 
the promoting religion, the advancement of 
learning, or providing for the neceſſities of the 
poor; ſuch generous benefactors to the world, 
will be had in everlaſting remembrance, when 
the name of the wicked may rot. 


6. Great men are too apt to negle& the care 
for their ſouls through the multiplicity of buſi- 


neſs, therefore they ſhould be ſpoken to about 
them. | 


I have here no concernment with the doctrine 
of the equality of ſouls, nor with the vulgar 
notions 
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notions and ſayings of men, that ſuch a man is 
a man of a great tou], and of another they will 
ſay, he is a man of a little ſoul. I meddle no 
Further with theſe than only to ſay, that all ſouls 
are equal as to their divine original, for thus 
faith the Lord, All ſouls are mine. They are 
alſo alike in immortality and duration, and are 
all of an equal ineſtimable value. Great men 
have ſouls too precious to be loſt : Too precious 
to be drencht away in intemperance, or bartered 
away for a little money. They ſhou'd be told, 
their ſouls are as valuable as others, though they 
negle& them ſo, and in as much danger as others, if 
not more, though they ate ſo careleſs about them. 
They ſnou'd be told, their ſouls are worth more 
than all their eſtates and their dignities, and 
that it's pity they ſhould be loſt for ſuch periſh- 
ing things as theſe, Mat. 16. 26, 


We paſs on to conſider, 
II. What may be ſaid to them? 


And what is ſpoken muſt be chiefly about their 
ſouls ; for miniſters watch for ſouls : not but that 
they may be able, and ſometimes called to ad- 
viſe them in things of a ſecular nature, and may 
do it very much to their advantage. But it is 
chiefly about the concerns of their ſouls. 


1. And here in the firſt place, It may be pro- 
fitable to ſpeak to them of the original of their 
greatneſs, and tell *em who it is that hath made 
them to differ. 


They are high, others are low, they are 


rich, others are poor : Did not Provdence 
make 
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make the difference ? If they have riches and 
great poſſeſſions, they muſt be told, it is God 
that gave them, or their anceſtors, power to get 
wealth, that ſo they may not ſacrifice unto their 
own net, or burn incenſe unto their own drag. 
If by their own diligent hands, under the con- 
duct and bleffing of providence, they are riſen 
unto plentiful eſtates, they ſhould ſhow a religi- 
ous gratitude unto God, and make proper re- 
turns to their great benefactor, and conſtantly go- 
vern themſelves in all their trading and dealing 
by the rules of equity and righteouſneſs, well 
knowing, that he that get:eth riches, and not by 
right, ſball leave them in the midſt of bis days, and 
in the end ſhall be a fool, Jer. 17. 11. 


And if by perſonal merit and the favour of 
the Prince, they have attained to be ſet at the 
upper end of the government, or are put into 
any truſt therein, they muſt be told that it is 
God that governs the world, and gives prefer- 
ments unto whomſoever he will: He ſays to one 
man, Sit thou here in a high place, and to ano- 
ther, Stand thou there, or fit there at his foot- 
ſtool. And as God does not give men riches to 
ſpend them upon their luſts; ſo he does not 
cloath men with authority, to put into their hands 
an opportunity to inſult and domineer over their 
fellow creatures ; but to defend the poor and the 
needy, to protect the innocent and virtuous, to 
diſcountenance vice, and force iniquity to ſtop 
its mouth: and God that promotes them, ob- 
ſerves how they manage. God ſtandeth in the con- 
gregation of the mighty ; he judgeth among the gods. 


2. They ſhould be told, that they ought to be 
very humble. 


Before 
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Before bonour is humility, ſays the wiſe ' man, 
(Prov. 15. 33) and it ſhoulda be after it too. 
And yet you may ſee ſome perſons, when their 
riches are increaſed, or when the Government 
has promoted them, aſſume an air of pride and 
defiance, and look with too much contempt and 
{corn upon their inferiors : it ſhews the vanity 
of their minds. And Solomon has given them 
their name; Proud and baughty ſcorner is their 
name. And if men do not deſpiſe them for it, 
which they are very apt to do, yet God will; 
for he knows the proud afar off. What is a more 
ornamental grace for great men, than humility : 
and yet the prophet Jaiab mentions it as a fault 
and a diſhonour unto the great men of his day, 
that they humbled themſelves, Jai. 2. 9. And 
ſo it was indeed in the ſenſe he ſpake it. For he 
had juſt been ſpeaking of the idols of filver and 
gold, which they made for themſelves, and when 
they were made, he ſays, The mean man biweth 
down to them, and the great man bumbleth himſelf. 
For the mean men to do it, for the poor to be ſo 
fooliſh as to do it, was diſhonourable ; but for 
the great men to doit, to bow down to the 
works of their own hands, to that which their 
own fingers had made, was to act very much 
below themſelves ; it was baſe and unmanly, a 
ſtoop below the dignity of a rational creature, 
they could not do it without humbling them 
ſelves, and reproaching not only their maker, 
but their own reaſon and ſenſe. They had act- 
ed the more manly part, it they had caft theſe 
idols unto the moles and to the bats, as the pro- 
phet there ſpeaks, in the 20th, ver/e : The fitteſt. 
companions for ſuch as have eyes ard ſee not ; 
as idols are deſcribed, P/al. 115. It is one thing 
for a man to humble himſelf before God, and: 

another 
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n, another thing to humble himſelf to an Idol. As 
ever you would ſecure ybur honour and your 


0. 

ir gieatneſs, be ye cloathed with humility z for 4 
ne man's pride ſhall bring bim lou: but bonour ſhalt 
id: upbold rhe humble in ſpirit, Prov. 29. 23: 

id. *. vn | | 

y 3. They may be told, that the way to be truly 
m great, is to be really and truly good. | 
r aro | | OO 
tg That reputation and preferment which is the 
TH reward of merit, of vertue and piety, is the moſt 
re eligible. Religion certainly can be ns diſpatage- 
: ment to a Gentleman 5 Nor can it by any means 
Ir de ſuppoſed, that it diſqualifles a perſon for any 
77 _ no not the higheſt in the Army, or in the 
qd overnment. When God choſe out 4 man to bg 
E captain over Iſtael, he choſe Joſbua the ſon of 
d Nun, a man that had followed the Lord fully 3 
n and Moſes was one of God's choiceſt friends, 
h high in God's favour for his amiable vertues, 
A when God made him king in Fefirun. Tis relt- 
0 gion and grace that beautifies the ſoo}, and 
r makes a man all glorious within, that brighretis 
e his character and converſation, ' and is the true 
c wiſdom that makes his face to ſhine. It makes 
1 them the beſt as well as the greateſt of men, and 
a men of renowti in the congregation. Sucht 4 one 
; was Fob, the beſt as well as the greateſt of all rhe 
1 men of the Eaſt; 4 perfect and an upright nan, oni 
8 that feared God, and «chewed evil. 


This too is the ornament of the daughtets of 
ion, and their glory; and after this manner in 
old time, the holy women alſo who truſted in 
God, adorned themſelves, not with wearing of 
gold, and putting on apparel ; but with that 
which is infinitely njore valuable, the truth of 
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grace firſt planted in the heart, and beauteous 
and moſt conſpicuous in the life. Accordingly 
the Holy Ghoſt takes notice of the de vout and 
honourable women among the Greeks, who were 
the humble followers, and worſhippers of Jeſus, 
whole modeſty,humility,and unaffected. piety, was 
very exemplary. Among whom Tydia was one, 
for ſhe is called Sebomenee, a worſhipper of God, 
Act. 16. 14. And there is a notable hint from 
ſome expreſſions in that chapter, as if theſe god- 
ly matrons, had their religious meetings to pray 
together; for ſays the apoſtle there, Me went out 
of the city by a river ſide, to a place where. prayer 
was wont to be made, aud ſpake unto the women 
which reſorted thither : As if it were a place of 
religious reſort for them. Some ſuch religious 
Societies have been in our days. And I am able 
to ſay, there is a very honourable Governour, 
and ſome. reverend Miniſters here preſent before 
the Lord, who deſcended from ſuch devour and 
worſhipping women, whoſe frequent practice it 
was on the ſixth day of the week (Good Friday 
ſhall I call it) to reſort to a place for prayer, not 
far from a river ſide, a place of note in that day 
for that religious reſort: I have not only ſeen it 
with mine eyes, but my. ears have heard one of 
the godly mothers in Ifrael, in the abſencg of 
the father of the family, ſerviog God day and 
night with her houſhold. _ N45 


As their religion was an honour: to them, ſo 
tis an honour to be deſcendants: from them, and 
much more to be- followers of them as dear chil- 
dren, wherein they followed Chriſt. May all 
ſuch inherit the ſame ſerious ſpirit of piety, and 
eſteem it their crown, and their diadem. Should 


they caſt off the religion of their anceſtors, and 
ſhew 
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ſhew a ſpirit of indifferency or diſreſpect unto it, 
they would be in utmoſt danger of being rejected 
of God ; if there be truth in what David told 
his fon Solomon, If thou forſake bim, be will caſt 
thee off for ever: or weight in what the Lord God 
of Iſrael ſaid unto Samuel, Them that honour me, I 
9 I honaur, but ſuch as deſpiſe me, ſhall be l:igitty 
eſteemed, 1 Sam, 2. 30. 


And if I ſhould humbly put yourExctr1renxcy 
in remembrance, as the apoſtle did Timothy, of th: 
unfeigned faith that dwelt in his grand- mother 
Lois, and in his mother Eunice; and as he ſays, 
I am perſwaded in thee alſo ; it is to ſtir up the 


gift of God in thee, the ſpirit and power of reli- 


gion, and of love, and of a ſound mind. 


And in as much as my text leads me to ſprak 
unto the great men, and becauſe there is none 
greater in this houſe than your Exceriftxncy, 
I would take leave to ſay, that the great GOD, 
who is the Governour among the nations, has 
promoted you to this great honour, to be the 


Head of the princeſs of the Provinces ; and you 


are under God and the King, the light of out 
eyes, the breath of our noſtrils, the anointed 
cherub that covereth, under whoſe ſhidow we 
hopgto live among the heathen ; theretore fear 
God, honour the king, endear your ſelf to your 
country, the place of your kindred, and nativity, 
and the land of your fathers ſepulchres, by a 
wiſe and ſteady adminiſtration, and by the ftrifteſt 
adherence unto the religion of your anceſtors ; 
ſo. may you get to your ſelf a name like unto the 
name of the great and good men upon the earth. 
Apply your ſuperior powers and opportunities to 


procure all poſſible favours for this People before 
| C 2 the 
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16 The LOR D's Prophets 
the King and his Council: and let the glory and 


- Intereſt of New England be always as dear to you 


as Jeruſalem's was to David, and lis as near your 
heart as that did unto his, and ſay, as Pſal. 137. 
5, 6. If I forget thee, O New England, let my 
right band forget her cunning ; if I do not remember 
thee, let my tongue cleave to the rf of my mouth; if 
I prefer not the peace of New England above my 
chief joy. „ b 

4 The Lord's prophets ſhould ſpeak to them 
to be patterns of good works, and happy exam- 
_ of all the amiable veitues of the chriſtian 
lite. | 


For if they ſhould from the looſeneſs of their 
principles, indulge themſelves in baſe and diſho- 
nourable practiſes, it will have a fatal influence 
upon their dependants, and tempt them and 
others to run into all exceſs of riot. If they will' 
drink, and ſwear, and game, in contempt of 
God, and religion, in defiance to the rules of tem- 
perance & ſobriety, in defiance of all the laws of 
the Land, and the miniſters of Juſtice in it, and 
will be ſo daring and preſumptuous to confront. 
the royal repeated Proclamations againſt theſe 
ſcandalous immoralities, what will the ſucceeding. 
generation ſay, but as they in the next chapter 
but one to our context, We are delivered to do all 
theſe abominations. 


You may read in our context at your leiſure ; 
hut if you read in it with obſervation, you will 
find that the great men in Jeruſalem were very 
bad men, and ſet very corrupt examples ; when 
God fed them to the full, then they committed adul- 


tery, and aſſembled themſelves by troops in be _ 
ts 


— 
— 
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lots bouſes, ver. 1, 8. And when they were ſo- 
lemaly told from the Lord by this prophet what 
would be the dreadful iſſue: They belied the Lord, 
and ſaid, It was not be, And that theſe were 


ſome of the great men appears, from ver. 27,28. 


They are become great, and waxen rich, they are 
waxen fat, yea they ſhine,and they overpaſs the deeds 
of the wicked, And this had a dreadful tendency 
to corrupt and debauch the city, and bring down 
the vengeance of God upon it: And they could 
not reaſonably look for any thing elſe, when *cis 


ſaid, Shall I not viſit for theſe things ſaith the Lord? 


and 2 not my ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as 
this 


Therefore the Lord's prophets muſt ſpeak unto 
the great men that they be directed by the apoſtle, 
to do whatſcever things are true, whatſoever things 
are honeſt, juſt, pure, lovely, and of good report; 
and if there be any vertue, or if therg be apy praiſe, 
to think on theſe things, Phil. 4. 8. | 


If the great men, and the rich men, and the 
chief captains, have any earneſt deſire to ſtop. 
the progreſs of vice and infidelity, and to give 


religion and morality a due recommendation, 1 


believe the moſt effectual way to it, is, to take 
this poor degenerate people by the hand, and 
gently and ſweetly lead them into the parhs of 
vertue by their own laudable examples: It's 
hopeful this would have a happy tendency to ſet 
forward a reformation of manners among their 
inferiors, both in town and country, and ſo from 
this great Town, not prophaneneſs, but a refor- 


mation would go forth into all the Land. And 


where there are ſuch ſons of Belial as will know 
no reſtraint, and ate ſo rough and untractable, 
| that 
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that he that would touch them muſt be fenced 
with iron, and the ſtaff of a ſpear. ; let ſuch as 
are in authority ſhow them, that they do not bear 
the ſword in vain, and that they dare confront 
theſe ſons of violence: And let them put on 
zeal with their cloaks, and go to and fro thro' 
the ſtreets of the city, and ſearch not only in the 
broad places, but in the ſecret haunts thereof; 
if they may diſcover the abominations that they 
do in the dark, and ſee what they can do to re- 
form the diſorders that are in the midſt thereof, 
that ſo every one that ftealeth may be cut off as 
on this ſide, and every one that /weareth, may 
be cut off as on that fide ; that you may be 
henceforth called a city of righteouſneſs, a faithful 
city. Come now and let us ſee your zeal for the 
Lord of hoſts, | 


Furthermore, if they would be patterns of 
good works, they ſhould be told, they muſt be 
charitable. Yea ſays the apoſtle, Charge them that 
are rich in this world, that they do good, that they 
be rich in good works Sc. I remember the gloſs 
of that great man HugoGrotius here. The apoſtle, 
ſays he, had juſt drawn this epiſtle to a concluſion | 
in the 1675. ver/e ; and ſo it ſhould ſeem by the 
reading : but calling to mind, that there were a 
great number of rich merchants in Epheſus who 
needed ſuch an exhortation to charity, he inſerts 
two or three verſes to excite their liberalities, 
and then tells them that hereby they might lay 
up in ſtore for themſelves a good foundation a- 
gainſt the time to come, and lay hold on eternal 
life, 1 Zim. 6. 17, 19. | 


| And they may be aſſur'd from the Spirit of 
God, that all their good works ſhall follow mo. 
| 2 0 
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God knows their works and their charity, and is 
not unrighteous to forget them: and the Spirit 
pronounces the bleſſedneſs of thoſe whoſe works 
have been good before God, and ditects the di- 
vine apoſtle to write it for a memorial in this 
book; Rev. 14.13. Write, bleſſed are the dead that 
die in the Lord from benceforth, for they reſt from 
their Jabours, and their works follow them, And 
tho* they may not be told that their good works 
are meritorious, . yet they may be. ſafely told, 
that they ſhall be rewarded according to the qua- 
lities and degrees of them; and that upon the 
foundation of the doctrine of the degtees of glo- 


ry, they may humbly hope that the more they 


have done for God, and his glory, for his ſer- 
vants and people, the greater ſhall be their re- 
ward in heaven. r 


5. They ſhould be told, that not many rich, 
Bot many mighty are called. 


The apoſtle tells them as much, x Cor. 1. 26. 
Not to diſcourage but quicken their purſuit after 
glory and vertue : not to weaken their hands, 


but to awaken: their hearts, their cares and en- 


deavours. 


As for men that have plentiful eſtates, they are 
too apt to boaſt in their wealth, and truſt in the 
multitude of their riches; when they have goods 


laid up for many years, they will reſt in them 


with a carnal ſecurity, and ſay, I hall die in my 
neſt, and multiply my days as the ſand. When 
they are full, they are apt to forget God, and 
ſay, Who is the Lord? So that it may be of ſer- 
vice to them, as well as a duty in the Lord's 
prophets, to tell them of their danger: How 


apt 
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apt they are, that are ſo cumbred with the world, 
to neglect the one thing needful ; how hard it is 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, comparatively as hard as for a camel to 
paſs thro* the eye of a needle : and therefore that 
their utmoſt caution is needful, leaſt as it ſome- 
times happens, that riches prove to the burt of the 
owners thereof, ſo their proſperity ſhould prove like 
the proſperity of fools that does deſtroy them. h 


6. They ſhould be told, that they muſt die, 
and leave their eſtates to others. | 


| Yea, they know if already, why elſe do 
they build tombs and deſolate houſes for them- 
ſelves in the place of dead mens skulls. But 
ſomething more muſt be done, before you carl 
comfortably remove into that land of forgetful- 
neſs. Lou muit get into Chriſt, and then you 
ſhall enter into peace: They ſhall reſt in their beds, 
every one that has wa/ked in bis uprightneſs. © 
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When death comes it will trip you of all your 
honours and riches, and leave you naked & bare. 
So ſaid that great man, Job. t. 21. Naked came 
T out of my mothers womb, and naked ſhall return 
thit her again. It will remove the crown, and take 
off the diadem, and ſend princes away ſpoiled. I 
have ſaid, ye are gods indeed; but ye ſhall die like 
men. You are mortal as others, and ſhall become 
weak as other men : It would be good for you 
to think ſo: and unleſs you conſider your latter 
end, and provide for your ſelves in the manſions 
that are above, you will be loth to die, and leave 
your great houſes, and pleaſant ſeats, and fair 
eſtates behind you. Hac ſunt que nos invitos fa- 
ciunt mori. | 
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7 They are to be told, they muſt be accoun- 
table to their Lore. 


They are but ſtewards, and God will call them 


all one after another to give an account of their 
ſtewardſhip, for they muſt be no longer ſtewards. 


You have a great deal more to account for than 


others have; your talents are ten to anothers one: 
a talent of wealth, and a talent of power. God 
will inquire what you have done with them. And 
if you have buried them flothfully, or uſed them 
ſinfully and unprofitably, how will you be able 
to hold up your faces unto God ? 1 


8. They ate to be told, that the leaſt degree 
of grace is preferable unto the greateſt degrees of 
wealth; and if they don't think ſo, tis becauſe 
they are under the prejudices of a corrupted 
judgment. * 


This is the principal thing, this is the true ri« 
ches ; this is the pearl of great price, and a man 
had better ſell all that he has, to purchaſe it, than 


go without it. This is durable riches and righte- 


ouſneſs ; there is real intrinſick value in it. And 
did we underſtand the true value thereof, we 
ſhould account all other things as droſs, or dung 
in compariſon of it. 


We may make ſome eſtimate of its worth by 
two things. They that dye without it are cer- 
tainly and eternally undone ; and they that have 
it would not part with it for all the treaſures up- 
on earth. They that have it need nothing elſe to 
make them happy, and they that miſs of it, will 
learn the worth of it at the deareſt rate that can 
be : Whea they ſhall - found crying in _ 
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apt they are, that are ſo cumbred with the world, 
to neglect the one thing needful ; how hard it is 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of 
heaven, comparatively as hard as for a camel to 
paſs thro* the eye of a needle : and therefore that 
their utmoſt caution is needful, leaſt as it ſome- 
times happens, that riches prove to the burt of the 
owners thereof, ſo their proſperity ſhould prove like 
the proſperity of fools that does deſtroy them. 


6. They ſhould be told, that they muſt die, 
and leave their eſtates to others. 


Yea, they know it already, why elſe do 
they build tombs and deſolate houſes for them- 
ſelves in the place of dead mens skulls. But 
ſomething more muſt be done, before you can 
comfortably remove into that land of forgetful- 
neſs. 'You muit get into Chriſt, and then you 
ſhall enter into peace: They ſpall reſt in their beds, 
every one that has walked in bis uprightneſs. 


When death comes it will trip you of all your 
honours and riches, and leave you naked & bare. 
So ſaid that great man, Job. 1. 21. Naked came 
T out of my mothers womb, and naked ſhall Treturn 
thit her again. It will remove the crown, and take 
off the diadem,and ſend princes away ſpoiled, I 
bave ſaid, ye are gods indeed; but ye ſhall die like 
men. You are mortal as others, and ſhall become 
weak as other men : It would be good for you 
to think ſo: and unleſs you conſider your latter 
end, and provide for your ſelves in the manſions 
that are above, you will be loth to die, and leave 
your great houſes, and pleaſant ſeats, and fair 
eſtates behind you. Hac ſunt que nos invitos fa- 
ciuut mori. | 
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4. They are to be told, they muſt be accoun- 
table to their Lord. 


They are but ſtewards, and God will call them 


all one after another to give an account of their 
ſtewardſhip, for they muſt be no longer ſtewards. 
You have a great deal more to account for than 
others have; your talents are ten to anothers one: 
a talent of wealth, and a talent of power. God 
will inquire what you have done with them. And 
if you have buried them flothfully, or uſed them 


ſinfully and unprofitably, how will you be able 


to hold up your faces unto God ? 


8. They are to be told, that the leaſt degree 
of grace is preferable unto the greateſt degrees of 
wealth; and if they don't think ſo, tis becauſe 
they are under the prejudices of a corrupted 
judgment. 


This is the principal thing, this is the true ri- 
ches; this is the pearl of great price, and a man 
had better ſell all that he has, to purchaſe it, than 
go without it. This is durable riches and righte- 
ouſneſs; there is real intrinſick value in it. And 
did we underſtand the true value thereof, we 
ſhould account all other things as droſs, or dung 
in compariſon of it. 


We may make ſome eſtimate of its worth by 
two things. They that dye without it are cer- 
tainly and eternally undone ; and they that have 
it would not part with it for all the treaſures up- 
on earth. 'They that have it need nothing elſe to 
make them happy, and they that miſs of it, will 
learn the worth of it at the deareſt rate that can 
be : Whea they ſhall - found crying in 2 

a 
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laſt diſtreſs and agony, with thoſe negligent fooliſh 
virgins, Give us of your oy, for our lamps are gone 
ot. | | | 


Thus Lhave inſtanced in a few things, what the 
prophets of God may profitably ſay unto the 
great men. * 


I would juſt ſay a word to the poor, and two 
to the rich and great, and ſo diſmiſs u. 


1. And firſt to the poor. 


TY 
The prophet found the "poor in Jeruſalem to 
be fooliſh, and ignorant ; They know net the way 
of the Lord: It the poor in the town are fo, 
their caſe is to be pitied, and conſidered ; and 
they ſhould hearken unto the voice of their tea- 
chers, and incline their ears unto thoſe that would 
inſtruct them; leaſt they mourn at the laſt : but 
if they be rich in faith, they ſhall be heirs o! the 
kingdom, as well as the great men. For there 
is no reſpect of perſons with God. Therefore do 
not envy them their greatneſs, nor repine at your 
own meanneſs; keep the way of the Lord, and 
fret not thy ſelf in any wiſe. Truſt in the Lord, 
and ds good, and verily you ſhall be fed. quiet 
and eaſy under the preſent diftributions of provi- 
dence ; do not quarrel. with the almighty, and 
ſay, The ways of the Lord are not equal Be con- 
tent with ſuch things as you, have ; as knowing, he 
hath ſaid, I will never leave you nor forſake you. 
You ſee ſome under better circumſtances than 
you ate, and you may ſee ſome under meaner z 
there are ſome that are poorer than you, and are, 
greater ſufferers than you are: Is your drink 


imall ? others drink water, Is your drink water? 
| others 
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ethers drink blood. Do you drink blood ? others 
drink damnation. 


2. To the rich and great, I would ſay, 


1. Be you willing to hear and receive what is 
ſpoken unto you in the name of the Lord. 
Hear ye and give ear, be not proud, for the Loxd 
bath ſpoken. If we ſpeak nothing unto you, bur 
what the Lord hath ſpoken unto us, apd charged 


unto it, It is charged as a great fault in king 
Zedekiab, 2 Chran. 36. 12. that he humbled not 
 bimſelf aol ber the prophet, ſpeaking from the 
mouth of the Lord. This is there called among o- 
thers, an evil thing in the ſight of the Lord. Bur 
was that ſuch a great fault, that he humbled not 
himſelf before eremiab Was not Zedekiab a 
greater man than Feremiab ? Zedekiah was a king 
and Feremiab was his ſubject: and e mult 


he ſtoop to their ſovereigns, and not their ſovereigns 
re unto them. Its true, Zedekiab in his political capa- 
do city was a greater man than Jeremiab, but Feremiab 
ur in his prophetical office, at leaſt in the execution of 
nd It at this time, was a greater man than Zedekiab, tho“ 
d, he was a king. And this was his fault that he 
jet humbled not himſelf before Jeremiab the prophet ; 
ie eſpecially conſidering him as a prophet at that 
nd time ſpeaking to him from the mouth of the Lord. 
fie « I” 

he 2. Always maintain a great veneration for re- 
ou.. ligion. 

an | . 
r 3 Labour to know the way of the Lord, and 
Ire, keep it. Keep up the repuration, the life, and 
nk power of religion in your day, and in your pla- 
r* | Ds | # CES, 


us to ſay in his name, then you ought to hearken 
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not the Lord, | ; 
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ces, in your hearts and in your families; for this 
is your life, and in doing this thing, you fhall 
prolong your days in the land God has given you 
for a poſleſſion : And while there is a great 
number of holy ones in the land, God will not 
write Loammi upon us. But then family religipn 
muſt be kept up, or elſe what will be the fate of 
the next generation, even to be given up as 
Ephraim and J/rac} was, and to be made like un- 
to Admab, and Zeboim. | | 


Lay a good foundation for them by your reli- 
gious care in their education, and by your vertu- 
ous and regular living ; lead them, and learn 
them to walk in all the commandments and ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameleſs. And let it not be 
ſaid of you as of indulgent Eli, that bis ſons 
made themſelves vile, and be reſtrained them not. 
This laid them under that ignominious character, 
Now the ſons of Eli were (ons of belial, they know 


1 


Adviſe them, admoniſh them, pray over them, 
fend and ſanctify them, and riſe up every mora- 
ing an | offer a burnt offering according to the 
number of them all, thus did Fob continually : 
for ſays he, it may be my ſons have ſinned, and 
curſed God in their hearts ; or as ſome read it, It 
may be they have ſinned, - and taken their leave 
of God, Would you leave your riches and ho- 
nours and greatneſs to your children; let them 
be fitted for it by a liberal if you can, but to 
be ſure by a vertuous education: That your fa- 
milies may flouriſh in the earth; that your ſons 
may be as plants gr:wn up in their youth, and your 
daughters be as corger flones poliſhed after the ſimili- 


tude ¶ a palace. Bleſſed is the man who bus bis 
| quiver 
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zuiver full of them. And'may none of them have 
any reaſon to complain, or lame at leaſt, as 
Auſtin did, My father's care was rather to make 
me great, than to make me good ; to make me 


a ſcholar, and not a chriſtian. 


It has been the eternel fcindal of ſome of the 
great men upon the earth, that they have been 
men of little or no religion, they have lived very 
much without God in the world: tis they that 
have given occaſion to ſome to ſay, that a little 
religion goes a great way with Gentlemen: and 
it has been their reproach, that they have allow- 

ed themſelves in unpardonable immoralities. 
But he that purgeth himſelf from theſe, ſhall be a 
ve ſſel of bonent fir for his maſters uſe. 0 


And anten be to God that there is a choice 
number of ſuch in this great Town, and elſe- 


where; and fo many filling up this — green 


this day; yet there is room: May theſe publick 
Lectures abound" with kearers, that this houſe 
may be full, as it uſe to be forty years ago. 


Indeed the glory and capacity of this honſe is 
greater than the former ; but is not the Town 
enlarged in proportion ? why is there not a pro- 
poctionable number of hearers? Not for want of 
people in the town, but alas for want of affect ion 
to the houſe of God: Where is our zeal and our 
ſtrength? Mens zeal to the world, has eat up 
their zeal for religion ; one goes to his trade, and 

another to his merchandize, a and the houſe of 
God is comparatiyely empty. Strange ! that out 
of ſo many large cangregations as ate in the town, 


there ſhould not come enough to make up one 
full aſſembly. When we look into the exchange, 


or 
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26 u, LORD's Prophts Ge, 
or ſhops, into the ſtreets and. broad places of the 


city, and behold the multitudes there, and look 
into this houſe, and ſee how few there are here 
on theſe days, one would think there was a 
ſhameful decay of religion in the town, and mens 
love to the houſe of God was grown cold. Were 
the houſe of God turned into à houſe of mer- 
chandize, ſhould we not ſee the faces of a great 
many here, that now turn their backs upon the 
Lecture? Oh ! Tell it not in Catb. 65 


When the tribes come up, the tribes of the Lord 
unto the teſtimony of Iſrael, how good and how 
pleaſant a thing to ſee the Heads of the tribes 
leading them up thither. May our great men be 
more exemplary herein ; and do what you can 
to revive the credit of religion by your good con- 


verſation in Chriſt. The authority of your ex- 


ample will be a means to bring vice into diſgrace, 
and give a reputation unto vertue. And you 
may be the happy initruments under God of re- 
ſtoring the dying religion of the day. You'll re- 
pair the decays of it, and raiſe up the foundations 
of many generations. Unto all which 1 will add, 
you ſhall be among the greateſt in the kingdom 
of heaven, Gt A0:; 1 


- 
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